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In this lesson, you will examine several of the first European settlements along the 
Atlantic coast to discover why they were started and what happened to them.   
 
Instructions: Use the links in each section to respond to each item below. 
 
Part I – The French and Spanish in South Carolina 
1. http://www.sciway.net/facts/firsts.html    
2. http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beaufort/S10817707019/index.htm   
3. http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/american_latino_heritage/Charlesfort_Santa_Elena.html   
4. http://www.heritagelib.org/articles/fort-san-felipe   
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Part II – Jamestown, Virginia 
http://apva.org/rediscovery/page.php?page_id=6  
http://www.historyisfun.org/videos-discovering-jamestown.htm (video) 
http://www.nps.gov/jame/index.htm  
 

1. In what year was Jamestown settled? ____________ 
  

2. What river was closest to the settlement? ____________ 
 

3. What was the purpose of the settlement? ________________________ 
 

4. What types of people lived in the settlement?  
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What Native American tribe was closest to the colonists? ____________ 
 

6. Examine the photos of the Jamestown site. What types of buildings can you find? 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
7. What types of defenses protected Jamestown? 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
   
 
Part III – Plimoth Plantation, Massachusetts (Plymouth, MA) 
Click on the links for Plymouth. Locate the information to complete each item.  

 http://www.plimoth.org/  
 

8. In what year was Plymouth settled? ____________ 
 

9. What was the purpose of the settlement? ___________________________ 
 
10. What types of people lived in the settlement?  

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What Native American tribe was closest to the colonists? ____________ 

 
12. Examine the photos of the Plymouth site. What types of buildings can you find? 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
13. What types of defenses protected Plymouth? 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
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