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Chapter 3: The European Period, 1540-1798 
Spanish and French Explorers 
 
Directions: Use the information in your textbook to complete the following chart. 
 

 
Explorer 

 
Date 

 
Nationality 

 
Reason for 
Expedition 

 
Area Explored 

 
Results of Expedition 

 
Christopher 
Columbus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

  
Hernando 
de Soto 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Jacques 
Marquette 
and 
Louis Joliet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Rene 
Robert 
Cavelier, 
Sieur de La 
Salle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Pierre Le 
Moyne, 
Sieur 
d’Iberville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Jean-
Baptiste Le 
Moyne, 
Sieur de 
Bienville 
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