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Grade/Course:   Eighth Grade Georgia Studies  
Standards: H1, G1, G2, E1 
3 weeks 

Unit One focus: 
Georgia’s Beginnings  

Standards: H1b, c, H2, G1d, 
E1 
4 weeks 

Unit Two focus: 
Georgia’s Colonization

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Location 
• Absolute and relative 

location of Georgia  
  
Human/Environmental 
Interaction 
• Georgia’s geographic 

regions, features and 
climates  

 
 
Civilization, Cultural 
Diffusion and Innovation 
• Development of prehistoric 

cultures  
 
 
 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conflict and Compromise 
• European/Native American  
 
 
 
 
Civilization, Cultural 
Diffusion and Innovation 
• Colonization  
• Migration (voluntary and 

forced) 
• Territorial Growth 
 
Social & Political Interaction
• Colonial Governments 

 
 
 

Standards: H5, H6, E1, E2a 
4 weeks 

Unit Four focus: 
Georgia in a Divided 
Nation

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards: H3, H4, E1, E2a  
 2 weeks 

Unit Three focus: 
Revolution in Georgia 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Conflict and Compromise Conflict and Compromise 
• Civil War  • Revolution 

  
  
 Trade, Industry, & 

Technology  
 • Regional Specialization  
  
  
  
  
Social & Political Interaction Social & Political Interaction
• Regional Development  • Key Documents  
• Development of Southern 

Culture 
• Constitutional 

Governments  
 • State and National 

Governments  
 

 in Microsoft Word format. 

- 1 -



 
  
 
 

This document is provided as a service by the Georgia Council for the Social Studies (GCSS) and the Georgia Leadership Association for the Social Studies (GLASS), January 
2007. Electronic copies are available at www.gcss.net in Microsoft Word format. 

- 2 -

Standards: H7, E3 
 
3 weeks 

Unit Five focus: 
Developing National 
Identities 

Standards:  H8, H9, E1, E 2a

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Reconstruction  
• Civil Rights  
• Reform  
 
 
 
Trade, Industry, & 
Technology 
• Development of Atlanta 

and the State  
 
 
Conflict & Compromise 
• World War  I  
 
 

 
3 weeks 

Unit Six focus: 
Depression & World 
Conflict

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Political Practices and 

Policies 
- Eugene Talmadge 
- FDR  

    
 
Trade, Industry, & 
Technology 
• Causes and Effects of the 

Great Depression  
 
 
Conflict & Compromise 
• World War II  

- Ethnic Conflict 
- Economic 

Opportunities 
 
 
 
 

Standards: H12a, c, CG1 
 
1 week 

Unit Eight focus: 
Foundations of 
Government in Georgia

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Political Parties 
• Representative 

Government  
 

Standards: H10, H11, H12b, 
d,e, G2, CG5a, E1, E2a,b, 
E3b,c     3 weeks 

Unit Seven focus: 
Societal & 
Technological Growth 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Urban Development  
• Leadership 

- Ellis Arnall  
- Jimmy Carter  

 • Civil Rights  
 
Trade, Industry, & 
Technology 
• Agricultural Production  
• Technological 

Advancements  
• Entrepreneurs  
• Transportation 

 
 
Globalization 
• 1996 Olympics  
• Immigration  
• International Trade 
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Standards: CG2a,b,c 
 
2 weeks 

Unit Nine focus: 
The Legislative Branch 
in Georgia 

Standards:  CG3a,b 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Political Parties 
• Representative 

Government  
• Taxation  

 
 

 
2 weeks 

Unit Ten focus: 
The Executive Branch 
in Georgia 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 
• Political Parties 
• Representative 

Government  
• Taxation   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards:  CG5a,b,c, E4a,b,c
 
2 weeks 

Unit Twelve focus: 
Local Government in 
Georgia 

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction
• Representative 

Government  
• Taxation  

Standards:  CG4a,b,c,d, 
CG6a,b,c,d 
2 weeks

Unit Eleven focus: 
The Judicial Branch in 
Georgia  

Themes with Concepts/Topics: 
 
Social & Political Interaction 

• Political Parties 
• Representative 

Government  
• Key Documents  • Local Governments  
• Citizenship 

Responsibility  
• Citizenship 

Responsibility  
• Juvenile Justice System  

  


